
The image of the actual “Copy Serte” of William Gill’s will is at the end of this document and 
below is a transcription.  
 
The image is of the copy that was found with the court records of the case ( Number 435) 
brought by Robert Preston in the US 7th Circuit Court against the heirs of William Gill over 200 
acres of land in 1809.  These records were found at the United States Archives, Southeast 
Region, Atlanta, GA. Address 5780 Jonesboro Road, Morrow, George, 30260. They are in Box 
19 (RG21) U.S. Circuit Court, District of Kentucky, Frankfort, Law and Equity Judgments and 
Decrees for 1804 though 1860 (cases 425 through 439) 
 
Transcription (spelling, capitalization maintained): 
 

In the name of God Amen, 
 
 I William Gill of the county of Green, being sick and weak of body but of perfect mind and 
memory, thanks be given to Almighty God, calling to mind the mortality of my body, knowing that 
it is appointed to all men once to die.  Make this my last will and testament in manner and form 
following, that is to say principally I recommend my soul to god who gave it, and my Body I 
commit to the dust to be Buried in a Christian like and decent manner at the discretion of my 
executors. Now wishing such worldly Estate wherewith it has pleased god to Bless me with, I give 
desire and Bequeath it as follows, IMPRIMIS. First I leave and Bequeath unto my Daughter Sally 
Robinson Thirteen Hundred and Fifty Acres of land on Sandy by paying two hundred Dollars in 
property at its Real Value to my Daughter Peggy Gill out of said land, likewise I give my Daughter 
Sally a Negro Girl named Jane to her and her Heirs Forever. Likewise my Daughter Patsy 
Roberts I leave two Hundred Acres of land on Bays Fork of Big Barren joining the land he now 
lives on. Also one Negro man named Red to her and her Heirs Forever. Likewise I give to my 
Daughter Peggy and Esther Gill the land I now live on to be divided equally – quality between 
them Including the purchase made from Mr. John Abney, Also one Negro Woman Sarah to my 
Daughter Peggy to her and her Heirs Forever, also on negro Girl named Poe to my Daughter 
Esther to her and her Heirs forever, also one Young man two years old to my Daughter Esther, 
and as for my Stock and moveable property to be sold at public sale to discharge my Lawful 
debts at twelve months Credit Likewise all my bonds and notes when Collected to be equally 
Divided among my Legates. I Likewise constitute make and ordain Allen Wakefield and William 
Brownlee Executors to this my Last will and Testement and I do hereby utterly revoke and disown 
all and every other and former will Legacies, Bequeaths, and executors by me in any wise before 
named willed and Bequeath Ratifying and Confirming this to be my Last will and testament, In 
wr4iting whereof I have here unto Set my hand and Seal this Thirteenth day of February one 
Thousand Eight hundred and Four.   The word (and Fifty) and (Sally) interlined Before signing. 
          Will. Gill 
Will. McMurty 
Will. Brownlee  

Copy Serte John Barnet D.C.G. 








