
Reproduced here are four pages from the book, “The Times of Long Ago” written by Franklin 
Gorin. Shown are pages 3, 5, 24, 25 with this cover page. These pages mention Blue Spring 
Grove & Creek, an Edward Gill (not known to be related to John Robertson's wife, Sally Gill) and 
John Robertson.  This Franklin Gorin was born in 1798 about two months after William 
Robertson son of John near present day Glasgow, KY.  
 
This complete document is available at the Library of Congress and many other libraries 
including a microfilmed copy of the 1929 edition at the Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort, 
Kentucky. It may be available for purchase from the Gorin Genealogical Publishing Company in 
Glasgow, Kentucky. 
 
James G. Robertson, August 2008 
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i scertain the cause without avail, he became -somewhat 'supersti~ -c

ious and rushed out of the mill, when' to his astonisliment, ·he.., .
{ bserved muddy water running ,over the dam, the first in.many'
Imonths past__ He afterwar~s ascertained that it was--caused by a . .
very heavy rain wIlIen had fallen two days previous-atM~.wm.c.t.'-'.~··'~-''':::':

, . l-. '~--'

Wood's, and the Blue Spring Creek in an h9Ul",h;).(i be~Q!l1e1mpas~_ __-r
sa.hle. The distance on land to the nrln bein~' perhaps,'; twentY: - ,.2'T

miles it had taken two days to reach it.'This creek isalso'tliought
to have been the so'urce of a lakiewhich once -existed ~rieat.~tlie::~~·-~

Roundtop barn on the north. ~ide of the Lexin~on :J;Wad,- 3nd wlU~,~,._-:.=
. oove-}!ed an area of more than a·hundied-aeres-.-~Thi~hi~~,._ ..._.-

dried up long Since, was in thos~~earlyaays-an favorite--reso!t-·-for,:.,"-:-:'-;
. ,. - "" '--c'C.::.• "-....-.'''-'-'':-".~------,.'

geese, ducks and other wild fowl, and a~ounded. in turtle, but no" fL'_.

fish sported in its waters.'B1l.1e..SprillgC~~lt:c~Ws~lf---at=.~ 'cL.1
Horse Cave, or Caverna, b:fHiefiLlling In--oI the' roc.ka .arut eartll"·~...:·~;-:=
above. Since the first creation of Barren County'it.-has'lost::a--!~J!,ga_:.:~_~,
portion of its territory, as'well as many valua.blecitizens;J}Y=th~_-::·_~~.

formation of Hart,. Monroe and MetCalf coun1ies~ ~- 'A'::-~-~__~~::'.
Warren County has been added to i~, and the.lin(t·betweeni~" ­
{Warren- now---erosses the Denton dR{)ad~out;tiW-elve=~mnes.q.r.~ni~··

Glasgow. The lines betweenGreen and :B3.t!"ell._w:el"e.perhaps. not.. -."",,_:,:C'-~
straight; neither the one up Green· River, whi~-ranwitn~ne~1tl~n.;-·

--c--derings thereof. .=~.:'::-=---::-'-"---- -

-,
= ..........-" -- ,- ~. ---
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have been made how the skulls .came there. One is,' they ,w~e

thrown in-~ever Sink, which isonJyaooutten ·feet.tn ~diameter,

by their brethren-the Indians--as' a punishment for crime. 'The. " .
most plausible one is that in, w-alking_~or running over the-'Spot,'
which was· conceal~d ,by tall-grass, the-y,pitGbedc-iat(h--mjLwell~~,-,:-­

eave, and were w-ashed up the stream bY,theJjacking of'~Water,
caused by the fre~hets. The stream~is belieVedcto-=\l~e':(}f,1I:1:fmYc-~'.
that forms the river in the -Mammoth- Oave.~I£=a.lSo,~ma1[eff~ ,.,
appearance in the valley'below the Mronmo!p: 9ave~i~,~~~J~~: ..
"Blue Spring,U not far from GreenRi.Ver~,oh:~tnesouthside.

_ The eave, Never Sink; has neverIJeen,iulli~explor~~.::::e:v..er,-, "-,
explored-'1t ma~:-li~~o~~ a.n~entrancefQ;thfL&'teat.,cW~n.i:le~<_9f':
America." Oak 'balls, wasp nests; and {)ther things wexe~,fQuna:.~t

the bOttom of Never.Si~- petrified; also a live'raccoon,. e:\tidentlY'
but a week 'or waoId. ' '----'--~-'- -c'-~-' '---'-.-.~' ----=- ~---::'-

"_.. _--_.- - ---------_.-:::::::- ,-- -- -- -

There are still to be seen in this county 'Qle,remains
c
Qt~.::twb--or .'--:--=

more Indian forts. 'The largest is situateain:tne JuiiCtioii~-':form.ea=-~'··~
by Barren'-lti\Ter-a~d'Peter's Creek, and the ,ather:''in.'1:f~t>emI~f~ ._-==c:
Skegg's Creek, five or six miles: SQuth~'of' Gfasgow~~,cWithi:n~tlijL==

forts· were mounds. One was used~forthe.·cP-gi:~hQqg,@j,"fAA= .. ­
surrounding ones for wigwams and other purp-osea;alBo ,one~as a·..·
burial ground. Abou~'a-;mlfmile--from=the'fitst;?to:rt'~entlone\ij ",'
on the north side'of Peter's ·Creek, near the- bi~/:r~deifeii'~l"=miil"-lF===­
(Jack), Lewis,,'Was ~ soma~ Indial\l ~g)za.Y:~Wi~m'..'~e.;~b_~~·=' -~.
placed on e~s at the head, feet and- sip~~/a..n;d-~ ... ~·l~jd::~~;'
Onpart'?~A~<~~w',a Iar~-:oa.~ i~+~ .. _ ',~t,iin=-~~~

The rea..SO:iII.#tbi.s. bod.Y bel.D.gblU.ned.....~.~.l.'t.i.%..' ,e~of t..~,.e.__. :.,~.o.".n,.,.: __.,.",.,,~ :~.e"..~.•.a..'::' .=--c._,'on the,JtOrtJisid(LoLthe_cr.ee~ ana~h .;" -c .'.,_b~
or a dis~~~:,persen's, mafsugge.sliniant -:ugitS"1;om~~e~us:'::O::::,
or enqu~g/ilrlnd.·"A 'eave in ,a./CliffOf~~b~~ima·Qrf:1ifi~:I!~~c:,~:.:~':
side;W¥'al~o u~ed'as.a burying'ground,~hich'~~re"~tely~u1'iij.-.~~3~:
sometee~ an;d' buman,bones.' _' _/,i~-. . ':"'~.,, '-·":,~~,~,.':.Sf"=:

_ In .~ario1is pll1~_-i.ndicationsof.~~t·weJ.!~fOUriij~~BUdlr~~?··..•..~
Lick, &c. About seVen milesfimri/Ql$sgoW'-llear'ij1~~";~ry~T,o'­
Q(asgow'to/nell's/Tavern, (in one0Lth~e-~lacelJ~l1eci,th~~I~~,~/_-,.'~"
,~ well w~ partly dug for·asit/\vater.-!t'was.at· thisrlfo~t;tI\~""­
~ndian ;w-ar-p .~' ,s~Qdd,Which':"i~as--th~;b~f.~re,'l\nY,,~~'(.~--§~:<~:'·

:U7~e t.la.~;ll:~::r':~~~1l~:J:~'--
(which ;z.~ in the name of William Croghan)', tie Wear P-.st·

Lick Sufvet. ' I. .' -, ..•.•.. • .•. ~7 ,-~ .'jr ""
Much I v uable stone is in this eon.ntyfor buildittg .•a~.'. -. - i' ".,; ";',' - '.' .. '" ~-; !'- - ,,""'.:i.<---:,<:,::-; ';:.c/
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Carters, James Fisher, Wilburns, Denhams, Eiggers, Quig11,
Nichols, -.Toseph Wooten. ,r,y,

Not being able, at this late day to distinguish the settlemf'ns.
made upon Peter's and other creeks and on- Big Barr~n Riven\
give them collectively. They were made b,'Y Dr. A. D. Roberts~--'
Carvers, the Elmores, GoodInans, Beavers, Richard Ful~ap_

Fishers, Richard Bailey, Bewleys, the Whitneys, Tinsleys, -qary
McCleland, Isaac and Eramus Tracy, James Frazier, Yoqap­
Middletons, Beams, James Barton, Brooms, George ~ush" Samiaze­
Francis', ReubeIl_ Fran19in, Bratchers, Bridges,- Tomlins, Mimed:
ne~s', Capt. Jacob Peck, the Woods,-Asa ~llis, Col. Will.I,·am_~oth'

Chfton Rodes, Leonard H. Maury, the SmIths and ObadIah W;tes, .
Among the earliest settlers in that part of Monroe ,Cou:fi~. _,_

taken off of Barren County; were Thomas Combs,'-Gol.--Hugl1~_._
--_.---- - -,-- . - . - .. _. - .---_. -- ._----------\

. B-l"ewn-,'Ool.Samuel Carp-enter, Jacob GoodInan, ·Co~mes Flippin
, Thomas Flippin, Esq., Col. James Chism, Rev. John Longdon, Rev,:"

John Mulkey, Rev. Jacob Chism, Samuel Marrs, Nathan Breed
I'

William Howard, Thomas Means, Rev. Philip Mulkey, Capt. Georm.
Bushong, Henry Bushong,' John G.' Bailey, Ben Gist, Dan:~.
Hestand, Richard Bray. Jacob Lough__ (Low), W-eleome=Marti.
Benjamin Halsell, John Martin, his twin brother William Mart'
Franklin Hill",William Maxey, grandfather of Sam Bell, Max:~:'
now a member of the U. S. Senate from Texas, Joseph Hall, Bt '
Andrews, Col. David Hardin, -- Rays, Joseph Wooten,Edwtm
Purcell, the father of our Dr. Purc~ll, Sam.ue~p.-d-JamesWil~J::
th~ McPhersons, Howard Mercer, GIdeon M~yfield. . -. ...,------''- '-.-----

On tm: north side ~f Beaver Creek,'~?:l,Hainon-,-, Rev. J~ _
Howe, Damel Curd, HavIlah P. Crump, WllhamjU1dHenry Reni~!t_L-~
Edward Young, Isaac Wren, Moses Cox. Robe-rt Field, ioel YanetlVY ',·
Frederick Smith, Elisha Deweese.~drew ll~-::JoIm J{)~~"
Themas Maggard~ John King, Joseph and-Solomon DunllAg ,.W'.
_~ha,d"rach Gar.ison; John Rotan,. At Blue ~pr!ng Grove,'-~J~\1-~

~ Robm:!son, the Roberts-, Hugh McMahan, Henry Cook,-John B1:f~:

.Thomas . H-ardy,. James Howell,- William Edwa~ Alexanet~

Edwards, c.~r.Edwards,Gab~el An1~t.AtBearWal~,p~,,i!~,.•...•..
Maxey, adjacent thereto DaVId Gannn, Robert~J:l g. .
Douglass. __ -.' ' '. ·1

. On Beaver Creel,r above tne Columbia Road, including U
sinkS of Beaver, and surrounding co~ntry: McCoy, Francis :Lat,,~

mer, -- Cochran, George Douglass, father of William and samU~jL
Douglass, John ~md Hugh Smifh, Esekiel Newland, James Rel).ic ~\j'
David CraWford, ,Levi Newberry, James Neville, John and Shero( I~

. \

\ \
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, -,ee, William Rell, ThoI!las' Evans, Leonard Hall, the'WQgds...·.-;-;
fat}} \1 ve, on the Columbia --Road, Jolm-Grow, in the Satne -neighbbz;...~~­
sev~ ~~ Co~elius Dew~se, Sam Malone, Richard Waggener S.ILd.s~~,-,.··

~ Ptr Granger (Crenshaw), Thompson Crensl1aw,~Wm. B~~J~J)j--'--'
and· [ 1-l ard Shirley, who killed two panthers on his"pl~!1tatton; ,others"­
. (hi 'i-e heard day and night, screaming around his hOme.-' Iu-those
Hal s-1800 to 1804-persons carried'their guns with them e:VeFY- .
brot J. here, even to meeting to protect themselves against Indians l1nd ~
Jos 0 ild animals. . ~, ___-- ".... '\
the \l' The Dales, Edward Gill" Stephen Ratliff,~the-Ask-ews;,=th-e--"';,,7-1

Tom~J~ggers, the Dewitts. At the head of the sinks of BeaVQl!~-creek, .... '

r~1Vedot'~:~dth;a:~t ~ettl~~Wbone, Sk~", N~-;:~~ ..~ ..
..., t"tlover'~_cre. eks, settled Ob~~iah Whit~~iehaelB1!anstetter,-Jos~
I "; '1arveY, WID- L PMe, PhHlV V. Y<rong,.'J'Olm-&---Gee, George and ~_

\ o:uben Dooley, Wm. Smith, called "America," Wm. Nl1Dn,~Ambro~'<
,. '~'~. ffman." Wm.Barnett, Pleasant 'Ybit19w, ~enry Byram,CI.eme..n:.t-----·

h'!1 tfill, -- Harper, Stephen FranklIn, the WItty's, Lee and McCann.-' ,
th' ~,,~bee, John Henry and Absalom Tudor. The Tudors,wer~_~id~~to:~---=
m! '. ~ descendants of the Royal family of Tudors .. of Great B~itaiB...~
A~e. portrait of Henry the Seventhof En~d, as seen hLHtbn~$--~

". istory of England," is a perfect likeness of Absalom-Tudor.
e.\1r \hich circumstance confirm.s in a great m.easure--~tradffiQnL;·.·:'--
~ :Iwever, thei:r~eral conduct and deP<:)'rtment whieh'wer~rnoJ:ije,'-=,~-

pu~ Jl~e an equally strong proof. They were noted for their 'reticep®: .'
~. ;~on the subject,aswell as their hWIlilityand" quiet .Qwea.n~ •'..

an 'reir address,_ their manners, the. tastefur-arrangemetlt-6f,.thtnf,-
. luses, their grov.es of sugar .tre~---<whjch in'tho~~aYL.~~·~~:
Jnsidered nobl~ trees), theft hightoried hQt!or:·-and·-gentl~~5:'::~
mduct toward all, especially their h-ospitali'tyjiidicat~'th~~lio~e:=,::~
, e. - ----. - ---::::::::..... - --_...-.-..-. ',~: ~~:~~... '--

'On No Bob Creek, above and belowthe 'roAdto Tompkin~Vill~~:i'
ttled the.thre~brothers, John, William..anc!'W.~Comi§; 3DB~P~,~

J~mStall, hissons Josep.h T. a~LOOnard H:~TJ]nshill, .--- ~·,1tu.tt.;.-c:·:,:,
e . ~an, -= HolsclaW~ Joseph 'and .John Ritterrthe-last="was;the·

c
'.

ipO dher of thela.te, much-esteemed~analamented-JOl!llW~:Ritter,:-=-a~'
, yt.>od layryer..o.i.long standing, and Judge:::of the1it~ Crlimri~l __aD.d.-'

"Iqu1ty Court for this district; P.aVld LyOli-- and ·tIle Wi13ons.:'~ . .-"~.·.o ­
l The center of the next settlement above wasEdmunc:lj~(fge~~,·· ,=

near Edmunton. Around. him. were the '<JmrkS, &eY.-RQ~··
... i tockton, Abner Hamilton, Noab Barton, Mrs. Rogers.. the.:mo~~'; .'il f Bird and Dr. George Rogers, John Parish,John P~l, the~:;,:
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