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The Y Chromosome is 

passed from father to son 

along this paternal line 

almost unchanged.

The Mitochondrial DNA is 

passed from mother to all 

children along this maternal 

line almost unchanged.

The Y DNA tests compare well with that of all 

males in the direct line.  It does not contain 

any information about any of the other 

grandparents.  By 20 generations, everyone 

has 1,048576 grandparents.  

The Mitochondrial DNA compares well with that 

of all mothers in the direct line. It does not 

contain any information about any of the other 

grandparents. 
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